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2018 Minnesota Boys Lacrosse Scrimmage Policies 
 
There are some MSHSL rules regarding scrimmages. Officials are not responsible for 
ensuring that these scrimmage rules are followed, but it can be helpful for coaches if the 
officials know what is going on.  
 
 
Format 
 
A scrimmage may not approximate or equal actual game conditions. Some of the key 
items are that teams may not: 
 

1. Wear game uniforms or uniforms identifying the schools  
2. Keep, record, or report the score of the scrimmage 
3. Keep an official or unofficial scorebook may not be kept (but the table does need 

to track penalties) 
4. Charge admission (including free-will donations) 
5. Advertise or promote the scrimmage 

 
Because of this, the usual automatic “get-it-in/keep-it-in” stall warning for a team in the 
lead in the last two minutes of the game cannot be used (because if no score is kept 
there is no “team in the lead”). 
 
Officials will conduct routine and coach-requested equipment inspections; this is a 
safety rule and cannot be modified. 
 
 
Game time and officials fees 
 
As far as the timing used for the scrimmages, the following designations are used in 
Arbiter: 
 

Arbiter Level Quarters Cost per official 

Scrimmage--MSHSL Varsity 12-min stop $78 (2 or 3 officials) 

Scrimmage--Varsity 15 min running 15-min running $67 (2 officials) 

Scrimmage--Varsity 1 hour 12-min running $53 (2 officials) 

Scrimmage--MSHSL JV 12-min running $53 (2 officials) 

Scrimmage--MSHSL Freshman 12-min running $53 (2 officials) 

 
For MSHSL scrimmages, officials should either be presented with payment vouchers at 
the game site or—if the scrimmage is being paid via a booster club—they should 
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receive a check at the field. Note that MSHSL teams may use ArbiterPay to pay officials 
for freshman or other games, but this must be arranged with the assigner prior to April 1. 
 
 
Scheduling officials 
 
If you are scheduling scrimmages and you do want officials for those scrimmages, 
please list those scrimmages on your conference website with your regular-season 
games prior to December 1 but put a note that it is a scrimmage.  
 
If you have scrimmages listed on your conference website and you do not want 
officials, simply ask me to delete those scrimmages when you proofread your schedule. 
 
If a scrimmage is not listed in Arbiter, no officials will be assigned. Please check your 
Arbiter schedules to make sure it shows all scrimmages for which you are requesting 
officials. There are no guarantees that officials will be available, but in most cases early 
in the season these requests can be accommodated. 
 
Normally, 2 officials are assigned to scrimmages, but you can request 3 officials if you 
prefer. (In some cases, a third official may be assigned to the game as a “trainee” so he 
or she can gain experience with three-person mechanics; you are not expected to pay 
the trainee. Who the trainee is should be clear from looking at the ArbiterSports.com 
assignment.) 
 
When requesting officials, please be sure to include: 
 

• Date 
• Start time 
• Home team 
• Away team 
• Level (e.g., freshman, JV, varsity) 
• Time controls (e.g., 4x12-minute running time, 4x12-minute stop-time) 
• Site (e.g., Springfield HS, Shelbyville MS) 
• Sub-Site (e.g., Stadium, Field #1, Practice Turf) 

 
for each game. 


