
Youth Guidelines for Conduct Fouls, Unportsmanlike Conduct Fouls, and Ejections

Offense Result Comments

Object to a decision by an official by arguing or gesturing 
(e.g., player throws up hands to object to call or no-call) 

Conduct foul (CF)
This is directly from the rule book. Note that 
there is some overlap with the USC foul; 
officials will use their judgment.

Arguing with an official as to any decision that has been
made or in any way attempting to influence the decision 
of an official

1:00–3:00 NR 
Unsportsmanlike conduct 

foul (USC)

This is directly from the rule book. Note that 
there is some overlap with the conduct foul; 
officials will use their judgment.

Use of profanity or obsecene gestures 1:00–3:00 NR USC There is no place for profanity in youth lacrosse

Profanity or obscene gestures directed at an opponent or 
official

2:00–3:00 NR USC or 
ejection

Directing profanity toward officials is more 
severe than just using profanity

"That's an awful call!" Warning or conduct foul

"You're an awful official!" 1:00–3:00 NR USC
Comments made about the officials personally 
will generally draw a more severe penalty 

Questioning the integrity of the officials 
1:00–3:00 NR USC or 

ejection

After the final horn, a coach or player engages in 
unsportsmanlike conduct

Possible ejection Ejections are still possible after the final horn

After penalty called, coach yells to player: "That's okay, 
that was a perfectly legal hit"

CF or 1:00 NR USC
Coach is criticizing official's call while 
pretending to talk to his player

After penalty called for violent contact, coach yells to 
player: "That's okay, keep doing that!"

1:00–3:00 NR USC
Coach is instructing players to commit 
dangerous violent fouls

Persistently calling for fouls by the opposing team (e.g., 
"That's a slash! That's a hold! That's a ward!")

CF or 1:00 NR USC

After official explains call or no-call, coach continues to 
complain 

CF or 1:00–3:00 NR USC
Once you get an explanation from the officials, 
it is time to drop it, even if you don't like the 
explanation.

Spontaneous brief celebration after great offensive or 
defensive play

Generally no call

Extended celebration on field involving multiple 
teammates, props, throwing the stick, disrobing, etc.

1:00–3:00 NR USC

Celebration directed at opponent
2:00-3:00 NR USC or 

ejection
This is a form of taunting and can escalate to a 
fight

Taunting an opponent (but see below)
1:00–3:00 NR USC or 

ejection
No warnings for taunting; immediate penalty to 
prevent escalation to a fight

Taunting  intended or designed to embarrass, ridicule or 
demean others under any circumstances including on the 
basis of race, religion, gender or national origin

Ejection There is no room for this at any level of play



Offense Result Comments

Threatening opponent or spectator
3:00 NR USC or ejection 

and possible game 
termination

Threatening official
Ejection and possible game 

termination

Parent comes onto the field to confront officials
Parent ejected; possible 

game termination

Coaches: tell parents if they have comments 
they need to contact the head coach and not 
engage with the officials

Coach on the field of play or otherwise outside of 
coaches box

Warning, then Conduct Foul

Exceptions: (1) coaches may be on the field to 
attend to an injured player, to warm up a goalie, 
and at halftime (but not during quarter breaks 
or timeouts) (2) Coaches may momentarily 
enter the table area to exchange crosses with a 
player on the other end of the field or to 
request information from the timer or scorer.

Coach on the field or otherwise outside of coaches box 
to yell at officials or otherwise complain to officials

CF or 1:00–3:00 NR USC
It is already a CF to be on the field even 
without yelling/complaining/arguing

Notes:

—These are all guidelines. Officials need to use their best judgment about how to deal with coduct issues, as every situation is different.

—Ultimately, the goal of enforcing standards of conduct is to keep officials in the game so that more kids are able to play

—A conduct foul (CF) on Team B is a technical foul: possession to Team A if Team B has possession or if the ball is not in possession; 30-
second penalty if Team A has possession.

—A non-releasable unsportsmanlike conduct foul (USC) is a 1:00-3:00 NR penalty for the first offense against a player or coach; the 
second offense by the same player or coach is a 3:00 NR ejection foul and a suspension. There are a few (rare) releasable USC fouls that 
do not count toward ejection.

—A player or coach ejection results in a 3:00 NR penalty (served by the in-home) and a suspension.

—Officials are expected to make clear to both head coaches who has been ejected, and then the referee must report the ejection to 
the appropriate assigner. For MSHSL, YLM, and GNLL games, a web form must also be completed.

—If an official is wrong about a rule interpretation, coaches should feel free to use the Rule 7-13 Coach's Conference. Note that officials 
on youth games are generally newer and will not know the technicalities of every rule.

—Officials generally attempt to use "the ramp" when it comes to conduct issues: (1) warning (2) conduct foul (3) unsportsmanlike 
conduct foul (4) ejection. However, the specific behavior being addressed may result in steps being skipped, and it is possible for the very 
first step to be an ejection.


